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“He hoped gentlemen would direct their most serious attention to the subject. The bill was of the 
« yimost importance ; if a paper currency were once established, how could it be got rid of? If gold 
«« and silver wére Once driven out of circulation, how were they to he recovered ? The sure consequences 
« pf paper currency would be a debt so enormous, that it would never be removed. The old debts 
“ and the mew -would vanish togettier, and the funded property would sink with them. A revolution it 
« property might prodice a revolution in government, and all those scenes of blood which had disgraced 
« France,"———- MR. NICHOLLS. Debate, 27th March 1797. On the Bank Restriction Bill, 


1025] . ! “ 


: 





[1026 





- PAPER AGAINST. GOLD: 
: BEING AN EXAMINATION 
OF THE 
Report of the Bullion Committee: 


IN A SERIES OF LETTERS 
TO THE 
TRADESMEN AND FARMERS 
IN AND NEAR SALISBURY. 





Lerrer XVII 


Duration of the Bank Stoppage or Restric- 
tion Act— Recapitulation of the dates of the 


Apparent reluctance with which the Bank 
Company submitted to the restriction—They 
now discover that they have no objection to be 
restrained — Mr. Huskisson says that the 


Duration ‘could not have been foreseen—The 4 


probable reasons of ‘this—-Myr. Huskisson’s 
Placss and Pensions—Sitch a person ought: to 


have foreseen. these consequences of the: Act 4 


Ushers, did foresce them. ome 


Gentlemen, ),. 1 
We vow come to that subject, which]), 


naturally ¢onnects the proceedings aud‘ 


measures of 1797 with the Report of the] 


Bullion Committee, namely, the DURA-! 
TION of-the Act of 1797, that Act; whieh! 


was made far -tlie purpose of protecting}|. 


the Bank Compaty against the-legal de-!|| “February 26th, The Order of Council 


mands of the holders of its promissory’ 


hotes, and whieh act, as ‘you will not fail!) ’ 


to bear in mind, arose.out of-an alarm felt! 


by the Bank Company for the safety of their | 


ouse.. It is very material to keep con- 
stantiy in view the progress which ended 
in the:passing of this Act, which, as you. 
will have already perceived, did, in fact; 


decide the: fate of the paper-money in, 


place before you a reeapitolation of the 
dates ef the printipal occurrences, 


“ } 
February 21st,, 1797, the Directors of 
the Bank;, “ observed. with great une 
« easiness the latge and constant de- 
« crease in their cash,’ a deputation of 
them went to the Minister (Pitt) to 
make him acquainted therewith; and, 
as they attributed the ron to the 
alarni of invasion, they begged of the 
Minister .to say something. in parlia- 
ment, “in order to case tle public wind 

« upon that score.” | 
February 24th. .At a meeting of the 
Directors, it appeared. thatthe “loss 
“of cash yesterday.. was, above 
« £, and that about £. * 
« were already drawn out this day, 
“which gave such an alarm, for the 
« safety of the.tlouse,’’ that.a ‘deputa- 
tion was sent to \lr,.Pitt, to ask him 
wheu he.syyould-think it necessary to 
interfere. At this mechng. wi hi the 
Minister it was agréed, that'a resolu- 
‘tion shouldbe hy, him prepared to 
_ bring before the Council bbe stopping 
4 payments in cash 3 also that a'Pene- 
ral meeting of Bankers and Merchants 
“should be‘ contrived” in order to pags 
. Fesolutions to suppost ‘public*credir’ ; 
and the Ministe r at the recomplendution 
of the Deputatian, agreed to Ries 
meeting of the chief bankers At ‘his 
hou the next day, in Oragt then to 

lay the plan fora genetal meeting. 


wa} issued, stating, that the Minister 
Had‘given thé Council such informa- 


|" ‘tion relating to a rin upon the Bank, 





England ; and, therefore, I will here again 


aN cailau ht age sites 


as induced the Council to require, and 

they therefote did’ #eguire, the’ Barik 
wore oe oy 

ssuing any’ cash 
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* There were no sums inserted. The 
statement of sums was left, in biank as it is 
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in payments, until the sense of Parlia- 
ment should be taken upon the subject. 


‘February 27th: An immense crowd of 


people assembled early in the morn- 
ing at the doors of the Bank and in 
Threadneedle street, in order to get 
gold for the notes they held; but, 
instead of gold, they received a notifi- 
cation, that they might have bank 
notes lent to them im discounts, and 
that the dividends, or interests upon 
stock, would be paid in the same man- 
ner. Whereupon they retired, shaking 
their long ears, and consoling them- 
selves with the hope, that they would 
get gold in a week or two. 

On the very same day (27th Feb.) the 
general Meeting of Bankers and 
Merchants, whieh had been proposed to 
the Minister by the Bank directors, was 
held at the Mansion House in Lon- 
don; that is to say, the State House 
of Lord Mayor (Brook Watson) the 
Chief Magistrate of the City, who 
was Chairman of the Meeting, and 
who signed the Resolutions, to which, 
therefore, the air of authority was 
given. 

February 28th. The Privy Council, 
including all the Ministers, of course, 
had a Meeting, and signed an agree- 
ment to take and give bank notes in 
the same way as the Bankers and 
Merchants who had signed their re- 
solutions. 


the Quacter Sessions for the County of 
Surrey, signed an agreement of the 
same sort, which was promulgated 
“by Order of the Court,’ and was 
signed, like any other magisterial act, 
by the Clerk of the Peace. The like 
was done in all the other counties. 
March $rd. At a Meeting of the Bank 
Company, consisting of the Bank 
Proprietors in general, was passed an 
unanimous vote of thanks to the Di- 
rectors for having obeyed the Order 
in Council and for having refused to 
in cash. From this Meeting it was 
promulgte’, that no application had 
een made by the Bank Directors for 
the Order to withhold cash ; that the 
measure was not adopted at the in- 
_ stance of those concerned in the direction 
of the Bank ; that they complied with 
the order, understanding it to have 









been di ated by national poliey, and 


perate only for a short time ; 
saps were in a state of the 
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Sreatest affluence, and that they er. 
nestly are they would soon be 
PERMITTED to pay their notes in cas) 


in the sme manner as they had for- 
merly done. 


March 9th. The Minister moved jn 
the House of Commons, for leave to 
bring in a bill to sanction what ha: 
been done by the Privy Council and 
by the Bank Directors > to protect 
both against any legal proceedings 
for having done an unlawful act; and 
to authorize the Bank Company to 
CONTINUE to refuse to pay their 
notes in cash, for a certain time to 
be named. 

May 3rd. This bill became a Jaw; and 
by it the Bank Company were au- 
thorized to refuse to pay their pro- 
missory notes in Cash, until the 241) 
of June,in that same year; that is to 
say for fifty two days. 


Such, Gentlemen, was the progress 
which ended in the passing of the Cusi- 
Stopping act, which is generally called the 
Bank-Resrriction Act, and which, to 
those, from whom the above facts have 
been kept hidden, would, from this name 
as well as from the language of the Act it- 
self, appear to have been made without any 
application for such a measure on the part 
of the Bank Company, and even against the 
wishes of that Company, who would, from 


/, outward appearances, be looked upon as 
March 2nd. The Magistrates met. at- 


being compelled against their will, to refuse 
cash-payments of their promissory-notes, 
and to yield to this compulsion without re- 
monstrating, merely from their sense of 
loyalty and public spirit. 


These outward appearances, however, 
have nearly-lost their effect; and, it cer- 
tainly would be something very mene 
indeed if they had not, seeing that the ad- 
vocates of the Bank now complain, not of the 
“restriction,” but of the Bullion Commit 
tee, who have proposed to remore me restric 
tion at the end of two years! Oh! this : 
delightful. This is, perhaps, the nev 
instance of putting professions to m tes 
that ever was heard of in the world. ms 
are the Bank Company (cupid they 
are restrained from paying their Pp 
notes in the sical o4 of the x ay 
there is, which seems very hard, a! be 
prevent them from paying 12 gold ; the 


would seem to have been so eager 10 do ty 
that it was absolutely nec ; —o 


law to hold in their bands, We 
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have, say the Bullion Committee, endured 
this restraint for thirteen long years, which 
is long enough in all conscience, and 
therefore we will remove this restraint; we 
will permet you to pay in gold. This kind 
proposition, however, instead of calling 
forth expressions of joy and gratitude, 
throws the advocates of the Bank Com- 
pany into the utmost consternation.and dis- 
may, and they abuse the Bullion Committee 
as men who have aimed a blow at the very 
vitals of public credit. Alas!-what, then, 
the Bank Company were not so uneasy as 
we thought under this restraint? They did 
not complain and moan, in secret, as we 
supposed they did at being restrained from 
paying their promissory notes? Nay, by 
all that is wonderful, it would seem that 


they like to be restrained ? : 


To return from this digression, into 
which I was drawn by this strange perver- 
sity of taste in the Bank Company, let us 
now, after having refreshed our memories 
as to the progress which led to the passing 
of the Cash Stopping, or Bank Restriction 
Act, see by what means, and upon what 
grounds, it has been continued in force from 
the 3rd of May, 1797, to this day ; and, 
here, Gentlemen, you will find the most 
curious and most valuable part of. this 
most curious and most valuable history. 


One.of the objects which we ought to’ 
have in view, is, to ascertain, and ‘not onde 
to ascertain, but to put safely upon sawed, 
so that they may be turned to at any mo- 
ment, the names of as many as possible of 
those, who had a hand, who really aided 
and abetted, the measure of what is called 
the Bank Restriction, that is to say, the 
Act to bear the Bank Company harmless 


in refusing payment of its promissory 


notes. The Bullion Committee has de- 
scribed the consequences of that measure ; 
they have plainly toid us- what mischiefs 
have arisen from it; they have told us 
how very injuriously it has operated to- 
Wards creditors of all descriptions, but they 
have been wholly silent as to the parties 
by whom the fatal measure was promoted 
and brought about, as well as to the par- 
ties by whom it was opposed ; and, they 
have also been quite silent as to the grounds, 
Upon which the Act authorizing the refu- 
sal of cash has, from time to time, been 
continued from May 3rd, 1797, to the pre- 
Sent day. Nay, Mr. Huskisson, one of 
the members of the Bullion Committee, 
who, not content with the share he took 


turned to England 
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in the labours of the Committee, has, as 
we saw in Letter XVII, published a 
pamphlet upon the subject, has not only 
avoided to say who it was that was the 
cause of the hit but would seem to wish 
his readers to believe, that those who 
caused that Act to be passed could have 
had no idea of its being continued so long, 
and, the inference he leaves to be drawn 
is, that, Tuost Persons have not been the 
cause of such continuance. 


To explain satisfactorily the probable 
reason why Mx. Huskisson endeavours to 
give this turnto the thing, itmight, perhaps, 
bé sufficient to tell you, that he himself has 
been steadily on the side of the minister 
at the time when the first Act was passed, 
in 1797, and also at every renewal of that 
Act. This might suffice in explanation of 
this part of Mr. Husxisson’sconduct; but, 
I must not omit this opportunity of intro- 
ducing this gentleman to you in form. 
He is one of the men, whom you help to 
pay ; and, it is possible, that you will have 
to pay him as leng as helives. Therefore, 
you have a perfect right to know, who and 
what he is; what he has done, and what 
he is likely ¢o do, for the people of England. 


Mr. Witt1am Huskisson, the author of 
the pamphlet mentioned in my last, owes 
what he has got not to any family cone | 
nection, but solely to his own personal 


| exertions, having, in» his early days, 


been, according to some, an Apothecary, 
and, according to others, a Banker. He 
did not waste the precious days of his 
youth at schools and colleges, learn- 
ing Latin and laziness. Like youand IJ, 
Gentlemen, he owes nothing to peda- 
yogues or to pedigree ; and though he 
does not belong to that class of men whom 
Paine calls the Nobles of Nature, yet, were 
Nature to give titles, she would certainly 
dubb Mr. Huskisson a Knight. ‘This gen-- 
tleman was in France at the breaking 
out of the Antr Jacozrmn war; that is to 
say, the war which begun in 1793, and 
which, as we have seen, produced such 
effects upon the .bank-note system. He 
appears, from a French pamphlet which I 
have in my possession, to Have been a 
very ardent friend of the French revolution, 
at the out-set, and, a speech of his, deliver- 
ed in a club at.Paris, upon funds and tythes, 
it would do your hearts good to hear. 
From Paris, however, Mr. Huskisson re- 
in 1793, having come 
wee the recall of our ambassador, 
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Lord Gower, now Marquis of Stafford, to 
whom, it is said, he had been useful at 
Paris, and who is said, in return, to have 
recommended him to the notice of those 
two worthy associates in power, and never- 
to-be-forgotten ministers, Pitt and Dunpas. 
They found him useful; and, though his 
out-set was low, he found himself, at the 
end of less than seven years, an Under Se- 
cretary of State in the Colonial Department, 
and a Member of Parliament.: In the 
winter of 180!, when Pirr and Dunpas 
went out of eflice, Mr. Husxisson follow- 
ed them, but not without taking care to 
cast a look behind him; and, by the ad- 
vice of Mr. AppinerTon, the successor of 
Mr. Pitt, our author had conferred on 
hin a pension, for life, to be paid out of 
the taxes raised on the people, to the 
amount of 1,200 a year; and, afterwards, 
a pension, to be paid fromthe same source, 
was settled upon his wife, Mrs, Exiza 
Emity Huskisson, to the amount of 615 
pounds a year for her life, to commence 
at her husband’s death, What a nice 
comfortable way this is, Gentlemen, to 
make provision for one’s wife and family ! 
Mr. Huskisson’s pension was to be suspend- 
ed whenever he should be in possession of 
an office of the annual value of 2,000 ayear, 
or upwards, and, when he quitted such of- 
fice, he was again to receive the pension, 
So, that he made sure of 1,2001, a year for 
life, and of 615 pounds a year for the life of 
his wife, if she should out-live‘him. This 
showed not. only a very provident but a 
very affectionate disposition., But, our au- 
thor did not stop here ;, for he obtained the 
Ageniship of the Island of, Ceylon, acknowr 
ledged by himself to be worth 700 pounds 
a year, and this he still held along with 
the office of Secretary of the Treasury 
which he got in 1804, and which, at 4,000 
pounds a year salary, he held, with an in 
terval of about fifteen months, ’till, about 
October, 1809, So that, while ix ofice he 
got 4,700 pounds a year; and while out 
of office, 1,900 pounds a yar, 1,200 pounds 
of which he has for lif, with a, provision 
of G15. pounds a year for the life of: his 
wife, if she should outlive him. 


_ Such, Gentlemen, is. the history, of the 
public life of, the author of the pamphlet, 
of which I am about to speak, He is now 
one of the Members of Parliament for 
Harwich ; Ps? was one.of the:members of 
the BULLION COMMITTEE, and -his 
wae title of -which was mention- 
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for the purpose of explaining some parts 
and defending other parts of the famouys 
and immortal Report of that Committee. 


_ But as perfection is not to be expected 
in any thing human, this Report omits to 
say any thing about the grounds of the 
continuance, or duration of the Cash-Stop. 
ping, or Bank-restricting Act; and Me, 
Huskisson seems to think it incumbent 
upon him to say some little matter upon 
that subject. He put himself in a ticklish 
predicament, when he took up his pen 
upon sucha subject; for, we have seen, 
that he was in office; we have seen that 
he was in thereceipt of the public-money 
from the year 1793 to the time when he 
became a member of the Bullion Com- 
mittee ; we haveseen, that, from 1804 to 
the end nearly of 1$09 (with the exception 
of about fifteen months) he wasa-Secretary 
of the ‘Treasury, and, it, is perfectly noto- 
rious, that he was. what wascalled the Mi- 
nister Pir7’s right-hand man; that he 
had, in fact, the chief actual management 
of, the pecuniary affairs of the Exchequer 
and Treasury; that. he was so closely in- 
timate with Mr. Pirt, that he was one o! 
the few persons with him. when he died; 
and that he was one of the witnesses of his 
will and one of his creditors. 


A person thus situated ought to have 
had :some knowledge of the financial affairs 
ofthe kingdom. A person thus. situated 
ought to have known pretty well the na- 
ture and tendency of a measure like the 
Cash-Stopping, or Bank-restricting Act. 


| A person, to whom: the people of England 


pay. 4,700 pounds a year while he is in 
office, and, 1,900 a year when he is out 0! 
office. A. person, to whom, at the very 
least, we: are to pay, out of the taxes, 
1,200 pounds, asyear for his life, with a 
contingent-615 pounds.a year for the lile 
of his wife. Such a person, Geico 
ought to, have a ‘mind capable of exten®” 
ing its inquiries and conclusions — 
the present moment; and, in a ech 
that of the; Stopping-or Restricting “ 
to-be able. to foresee the consequences * “ 
will result. In short, the man, be he w 
he: may, that eee from lee a 
such pay, ought, if his depar 

of iba: Tee to be ashamed to plead 
ignorance as to-any principle or pe 
nected avith the subject before us: 


Yet, what.does: Mr. Husx1sson say # 





to.the duration of the Stoppager or Rese 
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tion, Act? He isimadilemma. To pass 
over the matter in silence will not do, be- 
cause he is compelled to speak of the in- 
juries arising from the long duration of the 
‘Acts and, to censure the passing of the 
Act will not do, because it is so well 
inown that he was in office when it was 
first passed, and also when it was twice or 
three times renewed, In this difficulty, 
he has recourse to a plea, which he does 
uot appear to conceive makes against him- 
self. He wishes his reader to gather from 


what is said, that those who were the cause of 


ihe Act originally never could dream of its 
being continued in for so long.. He says, 
that the Act was, when first passed, “ con- 
« sidered and proposed, as an expedient 
«that should be of short duration, the 
“ course of the proceedings of parliament 
“abundantly indicates; but, @f, in the 
“year 1797, a had been foreseen, that this 
‘temporary expedient, would be at- 
“tempted to be converted into a system 
“ for an indefinite number of years, and that, 
‘‘under this system, in the year 1810, 
“every creditor, public or private, sub- 
“ject or alien, to whom the law, asit then 
“ stood, and as it now stands, had secured 
“ the payment of a pound weight of stand- 
«ard gold for every £46, 14s. 6d. of his 
« just demand, would be obliged to accept, 
“ in full satisfaction, about 10} ounces, or 
“not more than seventeen shillings in the 
“ pound; with a prospect of a still further 
“reduction in every subsequent year:—it is 
‘impossible to conceive that the attention 
“and feelings of Parliament would not have 
“been alive to all the individual injustice, 
“and ultimate public calamities, incident 
“to such a state of things; and that they 
“ would not have provided for the termination 
“of the restriction, before it should have 
“wrought so much mischief, and laid the 
“foundation of so much confusion in alli 
“the dealings and transactions of the com- 
“ munity.” 


Here are two questions: that of the 
duration of the Act, and that of depreciation 
of the bank notes. ‘The latter will form the 
subject of a subsequent Letter. As to the 


former, Mr. Huskisson would evidently. 
have us believe, the continuation of the Act | 


for any length of time was not foreseen, 
tither by him, or by any body else. His- 
Tory, Trutn, Justice; justice to the liv- 
ag and the dead; but especially to the 
dead, demand the proof of the contrary ; 
demand that you, Gentlemen, and that the- 
whole of the of England should 
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that, if those to whom we have paid so 
many many thousands and hundreds of 
pounds, in salaries, pensions, allowances, 
and fees; that, if they did not foresee the 
consequences of the Act of May 3, 1797, 
there were others, who did foresee those 
consequences, though, unfortunately for 
the country, the parliament were deaf to 
their predictions, and still supported Mr, 
Pitt and his system. 


It is now more than THIRTEEN YEARS 
since this act was passed, since this deed 
was done; since the blow, under which 
credit is now staggering, was struck; but, 
it is not only necessary to justice towards 
individuals but to public safety to shew, 
who it was that did that deed, and who it 
was that had endeavoured to prevent the 
measures which produced it and foretold 
its fatal consequences. It is now the 
practice of the Pirr school, when they 
speak of the Stoppage, or Restriction, Act, 
to speak of it as of a thing that nobody could 
help; as men speak of a flood, or thunder- 
storm, or any other calamity, in the caus- 
ing or the preventing of which it is well 
known that mankind can have nothing to 
do. But, we must not, Gentlemen, suffer 
them thus to get off. ‘They have had the 
sway in the country for the last twenty 
siz years, fifteen months excepted. ‘They 
have followed their own plans. They 
have constantly insisted that theirs were 
the wisest plans. They have made peo- 
ple feel that it-was full as safe to leave 
their plans anattacked. Well. We have 
now the result before us. Prirr and his 
admirers and adherents have possessed the 
places and the powers of the state for 
twenty six ycars; and we now see what are 
the consequences. Those who like the 
consequences; those who think the pre- 
sent state of things a good one, will, of 
course, be thankful that we have had such 
men in power; but, those, who, like Ma. 
Husxisson, are’ able fo discover some 
grounds for apprehension, must excuse 
me, if I point out those’to whom we owe 
the danger; or, if, in the words of the old 
maxim, “ I] clap the saddle upon the right 
« horse.”’ 


_ This task must, however, be reserved 
for my uext; and, in the meart while, I 
remain, — 
Gentlemen, 
Your faithful friend, 

Ws, Cospetrt. 
State Prison, Newgate, Monday, . 
November 26, 1810. 
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SUMMARY OF POLITICS. 


Kino’s Ittness.——The following are 
the Reports of the Doctors, (Reynolds, 
Halford, Baillie, Heberden, and Willis,) 
published in the newspapers, since those 
last inserted by me, at page 976, which 
brought the account of the malady down 
to the 19th instant in the morning. 

Windsor Castle, Nov. 19, 
half-past Eight o'clock, P.M. 

His Majesty’s fever has rather increased 
in the course of this day.* 

Windsor Castle, Nov. 20. 

His Majesty has had some sleep in the 
night, and has rather less fever this morn- 
ing. , 
: Windsor Castle, Nov. 20, Evening. 

The King’s fever is not mereased in the 
course of the day. His Majesty has had 
some sleep in the evening. 

Windsor Castle, Nov. 2!. 

His Majesty continues much the same 
as he was yesterday. 

Windsor Castle, Nov. 21, 
half-past E:ght o’clock, p.m. 

His Majesty continues as he was in the 

morning. : 
- Windsor Castle, Nov. 22. 
~ His Majesty’s disorder continues with 
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, Windsor Castle, Noy. 25 
His Majesty has passed a quiet night, 
with some more sleep, and is better this 
morning. 


se 





little variation since yesterday. 
Windsor Castle, Nov .22, 


half-past Eight, p.m. | 


No change has been observed in_ his 
Majesty’s complaint since the morning. 
Windsor Castle, Nov. 23. 
His Majesty has had a little increase of 
fever this morning, after a bad night. 
Windsor Castle, Nov. 23, 
half-past Eight, p. ™. 
His Majesty’s fever has continued undi- 
minished throughout the day. 
Windsor Castle, Nov. 24. 
His Majesty has passed this night al- 
most without sleep, but his fever is not in- 
creased this morning. 
Windsor Castle, Nov. 24, Eight, p. m. 
His Majesty has been ina sound sleep 
for the last six hours. 





* On ‘Tuesday, the 20th, the following 
appeared in the Morning Post :——*“ To 
«thy above favourable reports, exhibited 
*« yesterday at St. James’s, we ave’ rejoiced 
to be able to add -the following, which 
© was privately circulated last night,” 

Windsor Castle; Monday evening. 

His Majesty is still improving. 

oS poened a2 emal:) 
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Windsor Castle, Eight 
o'clock, rp. m. Nov. 25. 
His Majesty is not quite so well this 
evening as he was in the morning. 
Windsor Castle, Nov. 26. 
_ His Majesty has had very little sleep 
in the night, but is not worse this morn- 
ing. 
——From these reports, it would seem that 
the unhappy patient isin the same, or nearly 
the same lamentable state that he has been 
in from the beginning of his attack; and, 
if this be the case, there cannot I should 
suppose, be apy doubt that a Regency 
will be appointed without delay; for, even 
if the King were to discover symptoms of 
recovery, and were, in the course of a 
month or two, to become well enough to 
converse, or walk and ride out, it is not to 
be supposed, that he would be quite able, 
or, indeed, that he would like, to attend 
to the transaction of business so soon, though 
the Morning Post, who has actually fa- 


‘ bricated a bulletin, made him attend to 


business above a week*ago. Not only would 
he have all the ordinary duties of his high 
station to attend to, but also the accumu- 
lation of. business arising from the suspen- 
sion of his faculties; which, if pressed 
upon him, would, in all probability, delay 
or prevent a complete recovery, if it did 
not drive him back into the depths of his 
most afflicting malady. So that, accord- 
ing to present appearances, there can be 


the Prince’s taking upon himself the ex- 
ercise of the Royal functions, under the 
title of Regent, until the King shall be in 
a state to resume the exercise of those 
functions himself,———The doctrine of Mr. 
| Pirr and his adherents, in 1758, that the 
two Houses of Parliament had 4 right ‘ 
choose whom they pleased for Regent, does not 
seem to be openty held, at this rte by 
any body ; but, if one may judge a 
certain artidies in the Morning Post an 





Sther such papers, it would appe, vr 
there are sowe writers, who wish to 


the public pube-as to a limitation of the king! 
powers, arisen should | lace oaehe 
the hands ¢ His Royabalighness, 


4 t 

Prince.——Now, for my part, I cannot, 
for the life of me, perceive, ee 
such imitation could be pre my 

nor can I fomman idea of the argumen', 
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deny the right of heirship in the Prince, 
could attempt to support such a limitation, 
unless in the case of a complete abdica- 
tion, or, from whatever cause, a resump- 
tion of the sovereignty by the people.—— 
If, indeed, it be allowed, that the two 
Houses of Parliament, who have been 
assembled under the authority of the 
King, whose functions are now suspended ; 
if it be allowed, that they, without any 
authority but that which they already 
possess, have a right. to choose whomsocver 
they please to supply his place while his in- 
capacity continues ; if it be allowed, that 
they have a right to do this, without call- 
ing any Convention, or without any legal 
addition to their present powers ; if this 
be allowed, then, there will not be any 
dispute of their right to make what limita- 
tions they please of the powers to be ex- 
ercised by such person; for, those who 
can do the one may very well do the 
other. And, not only may they limitthe 
number of powers, but also the extent of 
each separate power ; and not only may 
they limit the powers themselves, but 
also their duration, and may make a Re- 
gent for a month or a weck at atime ; and, 
in short, they may muke him and un- 
make him iheneved they please. But, 
if they have no such right of election; 
if they cannot put whom they please 
into the place of the King during his 
malady ; if the Prince is not chosen to 
supply his Royal Father’s place, but takes 
itas a matter of course in virtue of his 
right as Heir Apparent; if this be the 
case, there cannot, it appears to me, be 
the shadow of a right in the two Houses 
of Parliament to impose on him any re- 
strictions or limitations, or to exact from 
him any conditions whatever. For, what 
would that be but to withhold from him 
a part of the kingly powers; to refuse him 
a part of his inheritance ; to suffer him to 
exercise only a part of those prerogatives, 
and to enjoy only a part of the things held 
to be necessary to the support of the 
kingly office and dignity, and to the de- 
fence of the peo fe as well as of the 
throne? Upon the question of right, 
therefore, it seems to me, thatthe right of 
election and of limitation must stand or must 
fall together: those who are ready to main- 
tain the former, may consistendy maintain 
the latter, but, it is, I think, as clear as 
“ay-light, that nobody else cat.—-—-Upon 
he score of expediency how is a proposi- 
tion of limitations to be mpparee’ Mis it 
Ucsired to shew the people, 0 convince 





them by experience, that some of the 
powers given to the King and exercised 
by him, or some of thé means possessed 
by him, are not necessary to the due exe- 
cution of his high office, and. that the 
kingdom can be governed full as well, 
not better, without his having such powers 
and possessions ; and, of course, that it 
would be wise and just and: constitutional to 
take such powers and possessions from him ? 
If any man desires to convince the people 
of this, that man may consistently propose 
to impose limitations of the powers of the 
Heir Apparent ; but, no other man can, 
upon the ground of expediency, for one 
moment, support such a proposition. If 
for, instance, the project of 1788 had been 
carried into effect, and the Prince had 
executed the kingly office for three years, 
without the power of making peers, and the 
affairs of the kingdom had been well and 
prosperously conducted during that time; 
would it not have been manifest to the 
whole nation; would not the fact have 
been proved, that the power of making 
peers was. not necessary to the kingly of 
fice ; that it was not necessury to the sup- 
port of the throne or to the tranquillity 
and safety and honour of the nation? 
And, after such proof, what reason would 
there have been for giving the Prince 
such power at the end of the three years, 
or, indeed,* at any other time, even when 
he should, in the course of nature, have 
become king ?——-Again, if the affairs of 
the kingdom had been well conducted for 
several years (for there was no limit to 
the time), without the Prince having the 
power to make a grant of any office or pen- 
sion or place, except for the King’s pleasure, 
that is to say, except during the pleasure of 
those who might become the King’s advisers at 
a future day; if, with such a restriction, the 
affairs of the crown and the kingdom had 
been prosperously conducted for several 
ears, would not the universal conclusion 
have been,that the absolute power of making 
such grants was an unnecessary appendage 
to the kingly office; and that such grants, 
if. made at all, should be subject to the re- 
vision and controul of persons not subject 
to the will of him by whom those grants 
were made ? There is no limitation that 
can be proposed, towhich the same course 
of’ reasoning will.not apply ; and, I think, 
that we shall see no man, except, perhaps, 
the venal writers of the Morning Post, the 
Courier, and the Sun, who will attempt to 
deny, that, in whatever degree the kingly 
power had been, or c be, wisely 
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limited in the hands of the Heir Apparent, 
it might have been wisely limited in the 
hands of the same person when he became 
King: for, we are always to bear in mind, 
ihat, when the proposition was made, the | 
Prince was twenty six years of age; and 
was, I think, something older than the Mi- 
nister, wlio made the proposition, and who 
evidently intended to be at the head of 
that Council, who were to exercise some of | 
the powers withheld from the Prince, and 
in al! likelihood, to revise and controul his 
grants, if, indeed, under such circum- 
stances, he could have been expected to 
make any even to his most meritorious ser- 
vants ! Theré can, then, I think, be no 
doubt whatever, that limitations, of any 
sort, any in any degree, must tend, and 
that, too, in a most direct and forcible 
manner, to unhinge the notions of ‘the 
people as to the powers appendant upon 
the kingly office, which powers they look 
upon as being possessed and exercised for 
their cood as well as fur the support of the 
throne, and which as it is in the nature of 
man to love power above all other things 
they would naturally be disposed to with- 
hold, or to see exist with a grudgmg eye, 
if once persuaded that the possession of 
them by the King was of, no use to them- 
selves, And, if this be undeniable upon 
general principles, what was there in the 
particular case to warrant such an aftempt 
to sever the powers, or any part of them, 
from the office, towlich, by the constitu- 
tion, they had been attached ? ‘The Prince 
was, inthe first place, the undoubted Heir 
to the crown and the kingly oilice. There 
were no doubts as to his right of inherit- 
ance ; and, of course, there could be none 
as to his interest in supporting the dignity 
of the crown, the rights of his Royal 
father and of his people. ‘In the next 
place, he was of fullage. He was arrived 
at that time of “life, when the mind is 
formed and settled. ‘Then, as to his past 
life, it had not been spent within the walls 
-f'a monastery or within the purlieus of a 
court. He had lived in the world; and, | 
if he had partaken, as it was natural he 
should, of the follies of youth, he had had 
his ample share of a! those irfestimable ad- 
vantages to be derived from the society of 
men of genius, of integrity, of enlarged 
understandings and of liberal views. Added 
to which was his own well-known cha- 
racter for disintérestedness, generosity, 
for all the amiable and menly virtues, and, 
which was more than all the rest, his con- 
spicuous attachment to all the great prin- 
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ciplesof public liberty, clearly evinced in the 
public conduct of those who had 
been mostin his confidence.——Such Was 
the personage, from whose hands it was pro- 
posed to withhold, as from an insecure depo- 
sitory, some of the most material of the 
powers. Constitutionally belonging to the 
kingly office ; such was the personage, 
rather than confide the whole of the 
kingly powers to whose exercise, it seems 
to have been ‘resolved te run the risk of 
proving these powers ¢o be unnecessary ; and, 
indeed, for the sake of withholding those 
powers from him, it seems tohave been 
resolved to produce this dilemma: either 
to prove that those powers were un- 
necessarily possessed by the crown, or to 
cause the Prince tu fail in’ conducting 
affairs with advantage to the nation, and, 
of course, to became an object of public dis. 
like. ——This being my view of the ques 
tion as it steod Awenty two ycurs ayo, it is 
hardly necessary for me to trouble the 
reader with any additional reasons, aj pli- 
cable to the present cause; tor though tiere 
certainly are circumstances, aud those 
very material ones, that might have 
weight with persons, if any sorh there 
still be, who contend fot the right of the 
two Honses of Parliament to impose lnit- 
ations such as Lhave been speaking ol, or 
any limiiations of a: y sort or degree, those 
circumstances can have no Weilgit at all 
with me, whe hold that the imposing ol 
such limitations, ta any case, directly tend 
to the subversion of the throne, and are, 
of course, violently hostile to the consit- 
tution of England, aud, | will add, to all 
the notions and the wishes of the people 
of the whole kingdom, who, if tliere ve @ 
necessity for the Prince to take the exer 
cise of the Royal Authority upon him, de- 
sire to see him do it uoshackled, unre 
strained, and at perfect freedom to follow 
the bent of his own mind, with no other 
limitations than these prescribed by the se- 
tled and well-known laws of the realm.— 
My objection goes, to the whole, and to 
every part, of the limitations, proposed in 
1788, evento that of withholding trom. the 
Prince the care of the King’s person; avd, 
if I could select any point to which my 
objections were more stron, than to wy 
other, it woud be to this. For, was 14/0" 
one momentto be said, that it was ae 
sary (and nothing but smanyest and ad 
able necessity uld make 1 fitting) tow 4 
hold from th« Prince the care aad prote 

and that person his 08” 


while it, was proposed Y 


always 





i 
th 


0% 
in 
wl 
Lo 
tri 
nc 


W) 


th 
go 
je 
all 
co 
gr 
tel 
gr 
qu 
Sal 
of 
po 
ins 
tio 


Cor 


anny 
tto, 
fin 
the 
abl 
to. 


par 








1Oay 


inthe 
ways 
b was 
1S pro- 
depo- 
of the 
to the 
nage, 
f the 
seems 
risk of 
3 and, 
» those 
been 
either 
€ un- 
or to 
neting 
1, and, 
IC dis 
, quese 
10, it I$ 
le the 
Qj iplis 
| tirere 

those 

have 

there 
of the 
» iimite 
ol, or 
, those 
t at all 
sing of 
ly tend 
ud are, 
consil- 
, to all 
peopie 
revea 
 exe§re 
im, de- 
, unres 
follow 
» other 
the sel- 
Ni.—— 
and to 
osed in 
om, the 
i; and, 
ich my 
io any 
$ it for 
3 neces- 
merit 
o with- 
rotec- 
pis, oN 


od, by 





104i] NOVEMBER 28, 1810.—KXing’s Illness. {1048 


the same instrument, to give him the rule 
over fifteen millions of people? In the mak- 
jng of this proposition, it is hard to say to 
whom the greatest indignity was offered ; 
to the Prince, or to the People; but, I 
trust, and, indeed, I believe, that there is 
now uo danger of its being repeated. 
The title to the crown is hereditary, and 
what is the crown without the ‘ingly 

wers? If this be acase which requires 
that the kingly powers sould, for a while, 
go into the hands of the Heir of his Ma- 
jesty, they ought clearly, in point of right, 
all to go together. To divide them, or to 
contract them, in whatever manner or de- 
gree; no matter how it be done; no mat- 
ter under what name; no matter to how 
great or how little extent; the conse, 
quence must, I am_ persuaded, still be the 
same, namely, an unsettling of the notions 
of the people as to the necessity of such 
powers ever existing at all, or the produc- 
ing of cabais, intrigues, and new corrup- 
tions, which must lead either to feebleness 
and contempt, or to an uncertain and ca- 
pricious exercise of power, and to all the 
calamities, which, from such a source, 
have seldom failed to arise. 
these the times, wherein to try such experi- 
ments? Are these the times, wherein to 
attempt to dg any thing that shall have a 
iendency to teach the people, that any 
part of the settled powers of the kingly of- 
fice are not necessary to the due exercise 
of that office for the public good? Let any 
man look at the situation to which we are 
come, whether as to our ioreign or our 
domestic affairs. Let him look at the 
Continent, to the north-or the south or in 
the centre; let him look at the state of 
our commerce and our money; let him 
look at the plans and preparations of the 
enemy; let him look at Ireland. Inshort, 
let him look where he will; and then let 
him say, if this be atime for doing any 
thing like that which was proposed in 
1788, or any thing that shall tend to re- 
duce the Prince to the necessity of resort- 
ing to an influence, calculated to produce 
Public disgust.—-—-The dangers to our 
Country are very great and very pressing. 
[hey are such as I believe never menaced 
any nation before. We have scen other na- 
tions menaced by the same enemy, and 
nally subdued. But, simple subjugation is 
the smallest part of what we might reasons 
ably expect, Does it mot behove us, then, 
‘o exert all our powers, both of mind and 

ody, to avoid, such a fate? I, for my 








Part, have, no,doubt at all, and [never 


And, are, 





had, for one single moment, of our being 
able to resist all the power of the whole 
continent, ifitwere to be embodied and 
brought against us, provided only, that 
we are united. But, to produce that de- 
sirable, that, 1 could almost call it blessed 
union, there must be CONCILIATION ; 
there must be something doiie to banish 
those asperities, which now divide and 
enfeeble us ; which now keep one part of 
us, in mind, at least, pitted in unnatural 
conflict against the other, when every 
mental faculty ought to be exerted for 
our mutual preservation.—--—Conciliation, 
to be sincere and effectual, must begin on 
the side of power. Beginning on _ the 
other side, it is not conciliation, but dis- 
guise, resentment smothered, vengeance 
waiting for its opportunity. How many 
many proofs of this have we witnessed 
since the commencement of the French 
revolution! When the mind yields to mere 
force, so faris it from conciliation, that 
the very act addsa million fold to the 
thirst for revenge on~ the side of the 
yielding party ; au observation, which is 
mdeed very, trite, bat which seems to 
have escaped every government that has 


fajien, in appearance, before the arms of 


France, but which, in fact, has fallenfrom 
other and very dillerent causes.——This 
conciliation, so much to be wished for in 
England, would certainly not be retarded 
by the kingly power being placed in 
the hands of the Prince, who, if we may 
judge from the past; if we may judge 
from the conduct of his whole life, would 
adhe: to counsels distinguished by mild- 
ness, 1. oderation, and liberality; tocoun- 
sels towards which the people would look 
with confidence, and which they would 
repay, as they have always been ready 
to do, kindnesses received by kindnesses 
and attachment a thousand fold. By ad- 
hering to such counsels (and there ts no 
good reason to fear that he would not) 
he would bind us not only to himself and 
his family, but, which is not of less im- 
portance even to him and to them, Ite 
would bind us to one another like the 
sticks in the fable ; and then we night 
safely set at defiance all the powers of 
Napoleon, even if he succeed in subduing 
the whole of the continent, and in turning 
the whole of its resources against us.— 
This being my sincere belief, | cannot, E 
must confess, see any thing in the possi- 
bility of the Prince’s being Regent, or even 
King, to make me partake at all, no, notin 
the smallest degree, in that despondency, 
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whith, from the eternal whine in some of 
our hews-papers, would seem to have taken 
entire possession of the hearts of those 
who write in them. Nota man of them 
surpasses me in sorrow for the most afflict- 
ing malady of his Majesty, and sorrow ex- 
cited by the bare calamity itself is greatly 
aggravated by a reflection as to many of 
the peculiarly agonizing circumstances ; 
but, this sorrow is not to bereave me of my 
reason; it is not to bereave:-me of all 
thought, and all care for my country ; nor 
is it to blind me to that ground of hope, 
and of confidence, which I see in the Heir 
Apparent; and, it is by no means incom- 
patible with my notions of loyalty, to be- 
lieve most firmly, and to express my belief, 
that the full powers of the kingly office will 
be as safely lodged in the hands of the 
King’s son, when the proper time shall 
come for his supplying his place, as they 
have been in the hands of his Majesty him- 
self. I am, therefore, I will acknow- 
ledge, quite indignant at hearing the com- 
mendations of His Royal Highness confined 
to his forbearance. ‘To hear many of our 
public writers, one would really think, 
that they wished to inculcate the notion, 
that the Prince ought not to meddle with 
public affairs; that he ought not to show 
the smallest disposition to interfere, and, 
indeed, that he ought to have not even a 
wish about the matter. But, do they con- 
sider, that there is a little something due 
from him éo the people? It would really 
seem that they do not. He, however, in 
his Answer to the Propositions of 1788, has 
shown that he is not only aware of that 
duty, but that he is also well acquainted 
with its nature and itsextent; and, though 
it is quite proper in him not to discover or 
to feel any indecorous haste, he will, there 
can be no doubt, not, on the other hand, 
discover any want of attention to what is 
due either to himself or to the nation. 
W™. COBBETT, 
State Prison, Newgate, Tucsday, 
November 27, 1810. 








PRISONERS OF WAR. 


The following three Articles relate to 
the Exchange of Prisoners of War, be- 
tween England and France, the treaty 
for which has been broken off.——The 
Finst is The Project of our government ; 
the sEconD, are the Remarks of the Mo- 
niteur upon some observations in our 
ptints upon the return of Mr. Mackenzie ; 
and the third js the Answer of one of our 
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Ministerial Papers, the Courier, to 
Remarks of the Moniteur. 13 


PROJECT, 


Article 1. All British, all Spaniards, 
Portuguese, Sicilians, Hanoverians, and 
others, subjects of or in the service of 
Great Britain, or of the Powers in alli. 
ance with Great Britain, who are now 
prisoners of war in France, Italy, Naples, 
Holland, or any other country in alliance 
with or dependant on France, shall be re. 
leased without exception.—Art. II. Al 
French, Italians, and other persons, sub- 
jects of or in the service of France, &c. 
Italy, all Dutch and Neapolitans, and all 
others subjects of or in the service of the 
Powers allied to France, who are now 
prisoners of war in Great Britain, Spain, 
Sicily, Portugal, Brazils, or any other 


country in alliance with Great Britain, or | 


occupied by British Troops, shall be re- 
leased’ without exception.—Art. III. It 
is understood that in pursuance of the two 
preceding Articles, all prisoners of war 
belonging to Great Britain and her Allies, 
and to France and her Allies respectively, 
made on or before the signature of the 
present Convention, shall be released in 
the manner hereinafter to be arranged 
with regard to each Country respectively. 
—Art. IV. The execution of the above 
Articles shall take place in the manner 
following :—§ 1. All British prisoners of 
every rank and quality detained in France, 
and italy, and in the dependencies of France 
and Italy, shall be released ; the exchange 
to commence immediately after the signa- 
ture of this Convention, by sending to 
Deal or Portsmouth, or such other port of 
England in the Channel, as may be oon 
upon, or by delivering up to the Britis 
Commissaries appointed to receive rer 
1,000 British prisoners, for 1,000 French, 
to be released by the British Government, 
in the manner hereinafter seein 
§ 2.-All French prisoners of every 1 
and quality now detained in Great vege 
or in the British possessions, shall be f . 
leased. The exchange shall nage 
immediately after the signature © din 
convention, and shall be made by sen et 
successively to Morlaix, ot such © 
French port in the Channel as may 


: fas to the 
agreed upon, or b delivering te receive 


English 


tion 28 


French Commissaries appoint 
them, 1,000 French for 1,000 
prisoners, as soon and in propor a 
the French Government shall pho ed her 
latter—=§ 3. These successive 
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deliveries shall continue until all British 
prisoners 10 France, Italy and their de- 
pendencies shall have been liberated.— 
§ 4. Great Britain engages also to release, 
over and above the numbers exchanged 
against British prisoners delivered in con- 
sequence of the above arrangement, 3,000 
French prisoners in balance for 3,000 
HANOVERIANS being the utmost num- 
ber of those included in Count Walmoden’s 
capitulation, who are, or may be, or may 
have been actually in the service of Great 
Britain; this number of 3,000 being over 
and above the number of 1,905, who are 
alsoto be unconditionally released, on ac- 
count of the garrison of St. Domingo, as 
heretofore agreed vpon.—§ 5. The nu- 
merical value at which individuals of su- 
perior ranks and qualiiies shall be rated, 
in order to make up tive numbers of 1,000 
to be thus exchanged, shall be computed 
with regard to the persons in the land and 
sea setvice, according to the scaje of the 
convention of 1798 ; and with regard to 
persons detained in France m 150%, ac- 
cording to the stale following, viz :— 
The karl of Beverley to be exchanged 
fora General Officer of the highest rank 
ofthe prisoners now in England.—Peers 
Sons and Privy Counsellors equal to the 
rank of Colonels or Post Captains. Ba- 
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ee 


ronets.and Kuights equal to the rank | 


of Field Officers and Commanders.— 
Gentlemen holding no distinction of rank, 
equal to the rank of Captains in the 
army, and Lieutenants of ships of war. 
—Tradesmen (petite bourgeoise) Ser- 
vants, &c, and all others detainee, equal to 
the rank of Private Soldiers and Sailors. 
Recourse, however, shall be had to this 
principle of making up numbers by affix- 
ing a numerical! value to rank, only in the 
extent of the failure of individuals who 
might be exchanged rank for rank against 
one another —§ 6. When all the British 
prisoners detained in France, Italy, and 
their dependencies, shall have been ex- 
changed against equal numbers (to be as- 
certained and rated on the principle esta- 
Wished in the preceding section of this 
article) of French prisoners detained® in 
England and its possessions, the balance 
of French prisoners which may remain in 
the hands of Great Britain shall be with- 
out delay released and sent to France, in 
exchange for an equal number of Spanish 
Prisoners of war, which are to be sent to 


‘uch ports or places in Spain as shall be’ 


agreed upon, in the manner following :— 
$7. The French prisoners composing the 
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said balance shall be sent into France by 
successive deliveries of 1,000; and assoon 
and in such proportion as they aré so re- 
leased, France shall send to Spain a corres- 
ponding number of Spanish prisoners out 
of the numbers remaining in: her hands. 
Great Britain engages to send over the 
first 1,000, and when information shall 
have been received of an equal number of 
Spaniards having been delivered upon that 
account at the ports or places in Spain 
agreed upon, 1,000 more will be sent to 
France, and so on till the whole are releas- 
ed.—§ 8. In the mean time, and while 
the above exchange is going on between 
Great Britain and France, on the above 
accounts respectively, all French pri- 
soners of wat in Spain, and its depen- 
dencies, and all Spanish prisoners of war 
in France or Spain, or in the countries de- 
pendant upon France, shall be released 
mutually by an exchange to be made 
either between the Spanish and French 
Generals, or by sending by sea to Toulon 
or Rochfort, or such other French ports as 
may be agreed upon, the French detained 
in Spain.—§ 9. The release of the Spa- 


niards, prisoners of war in France, shall be’ 


effected by sending either successively to 
Cadiz, Valencia, or such other Spanish 
port as may be agreed upon, 1,000 or 
500 Spaniards, for 1,000 or 500 French, 
as soon and in proportion as the latter 


shall be released. It is to be understood, 


that by the words prisoners of war, as re- 


ferring to the Spaniards and French respec- | 


tively, noné are intended to be intluded 
except suchi as have been actually taken 
in arms on either side.—§ 10. These suc- 
cessive and matual deliveries shall con- 
tinue until all the French prisoners of war 
in Spain, and all Spanish prisoners of war 
in France, shall be released. —§ 11. The 
numerical value at- which individuals of 
superior ranks and qualities shall be rated, 
in order to make up the number of 1,000 
or 500, to be thus exchanged between 
Spain and France, shall be computed ac- 
cording to the scale of the Convention of 
i798, as referred to in § 5th, or uponsuch 
other principle as may be hereafter agreed 


upon between the Spanish* and French 


Governments.—§ 12. When these several 
and respective exchanges shall have taken 
place, whatever surplus may be remaining 
in the hands of the belligerents; of priso-’ 
ners of war made, or before the signature 
of the present Convention, shall be imme- 


diately released (but on parole not toserve . 
until regularly exchanged,) and sent batik: 
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to that country to which it may belong, in 
the manner and under the same regulation 
of transport by which the mutual éx- 
changes were conducted; so that after the 
execution of this Convention, no prisoners 
of war shall remain in the hands of Great 
Britain, Spain, France, or in those of their 
Allies, dependencies, or possessions. —] 

All Portuguese or Sicilian prisoners of war 


in France, or in the countries allied to or | 
4 4 
dependant on France, and all prisoners be- 


longing to France and the countries allied 
to her in the hands of Portuguese and 
Sicilians, shall be mutually released ina 
similar manner, and on the same terms as 
have been before established with regard 
to the French and Spaniards, with such 
alterations only as the particular circum- 
stances and situations of those countries 
may require.—Article V. The priority 
and order of the release of the several per- 
sons to be exchanged under this Conven- 
tion, shall be regulated according to the 
priority and order of their respective cap- 
ture and detentions; except that no more 
than one fourth part of any number of 
British to be released at ene time shall 
consist of persons detained in France in 
1803.—Article VI. The British and French 
Governments undertake to communicate 
to their respective allies the terms of this 
convention, and to use their influence to 
engage them to accede thereto.—Article 
VU. A British Commissary and a French 
Commissary shall be appointed to reside, 
the first at Paris, the latter at London, to 
superintend the details and execution of 
this Convention.—Article VIII. A separate 
convention shall be as soon as possible 
entered into between Great Britain and 
France, to regulate the exchange of pri- 
soners of war who may be hereafter made 
on either side, with a view of alleviating 
as far as may be practicable, the evils and 
misfortunes attendant on a state of warfare. 





Remarks 
From the Moniteur of the 16th of November, 
upon the annexed passage in a London 
paper of the 6ih of November. 


« A Messenger was sent on the 4th inst. 
“to Morlaix, with dispatches for Mr. 
“ Mackenzie. Nothing that bhumanit 
“ can suggest will be omitted, by our Go- 
“ vernment to procure the release of our 
“ countrymen who have been so long and 
* so cruelly detained in prison,” 

Moniteur.—lf you are desirous. that 
your countrymen, should be released, there 
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is but one way, that is, to be Just, and ex. 


change the French against the English 
Portuguese, and Spaniards, man for man 
and rank for rank. This is the sine gua “oe 
of every cartel of exchange, now or here- 
after.— When a negociation for peace is 
proposed to you, you say, that you cannot 
enter into it, exceptthe Spanish insurgents 
are admitted as a party. When a carte! 
oi exCnange is In question, you wiil not al- 
low those men to be included in it who were 
taken in the ranks of your armies. What! 
the soldiers of the Spanish army of Galicia, 
who were taken in covering the retreat of 
General Moore, are not to be exchanged 
for the French who were taken in the 
same or otheractions? What! the soldiers 
of the army of Cuesta, who at the battle 
of Talavera formed the right of the English 
army, and were taken at the passage of the 
Tagus; when they formed the rear-guard of 
the English army ; those men taken for your 
safety, who sacrificed themselves for Gene- 
ral Wellington, and enabied him to secure 
his retreat, are to be excluded from the ex- 
change, and not considered as the English 
themselves. What! the Spaniards taken 
before Cadiz, engaged in sorties with your 
troops, you will notexchange them. What! 
the garrison of Ciudad Rodrigo, that of 
Almeida, which you shut up in these for 
tresses, on a promise of coming to their relic, 
who covered your army, who saerificed them- 
selves for it, you disown them. It is \npos- 
sible. Anarmy is an army. Since these 
men fought by your side, were armed 
with your arms, paid with your money, 
and clothed by you, they should be 1a- 
cluded in the exchange of prisoners, what- 
ever their country might be.—Through- 
out the whole course of the negociation, 
the English Cabinet had perpetual re- 
course to subterfuges ; the result of which 
was, that they would not admit the ex- 
change, man for man, and rank for rank, 
and consider the French, English, Get 
mans, Portuguese, Spaniards, upon @ roi 
ing of equality, and composing two a ; 
ligerent masses. Mr. Mackenzie, s!¢t 
having twice applied for his passpor'ss 
with an interval of a month between €a 
application, has at length left awe 
Besides, he was sent over by the Engh 
Government rather in the character a. 
spy than a negociator. It was impos 
for a person to conduct himself worse he 
he did. He abused the liberty whic 
had of making excursions 10 the country 


. . he 
to the distance of eight or ten leagues» 
had his correspondents ; he pretended (© 








hid 


be é 
gav' 
you 
rati 
the 
war 
the 
hag 
sail 
han 
lish 
wha 
Vh 
Am 
whe 
of tl 
“ec 
cou! 
on ¢ 
exc 
abo 
tica 
and 
neg 
be ; 
ciat 
may 
Frai 
sens 
ceiv 
Ind: 
not 








[1048 


ad ex. 
nglish, 
r man, 
ua non 
here. 
ace Is 
Cannot 
Irgents 
carte] 
not al- 
O were 
What! 
alicia, 
reat of 
langed 
in the 
oldiers 
battle 
nglish 
of the 
ard of 
or your 
Gene- 
secure 
he ex- 
nglish 
taken 
th your 
W hat! 
hat of 
se fors 
* relief, 
1 them- 
0 pos- 
e these 
armed 
joney, 
be in- 
what- 
ough- 
jation, 
al re- 
which 
1e eX- 
- Fank, 
, Gere 
a foot 
0 bel- 
, after 
sports, 
n each 
aix— 
nglish 
r of 2 
ogsible 
¢ than 
ich be 
ountry 


CS 5 
ded to 








ne above the police of the province, and 
gave way toall the impertinencies of a 


young man, without experience or mode- 


ration.——Mr. Mackenzie was employed in 
the Catiaro business, at the close of the 
war of 1805. He was afterwards one of 
the agents in the horrible affair of Copen- 
hagen. He is, in short, a man of the 
sane kidney with the Drakes, the Wick- 
hams, and the Jacksons. When the Eng- 
lish really wish to negociate, they know 
what kind of men they should employ. 
When they wished to.make peace at 
Amiens, they sent over Lord Cornwallis, 
whose character aloneshewed the sincerity 
of their disposition. ; 

“England abounds as much as any 
country in the world in men, respectable 
on account of their information, and. the 
excellence of their characters, it also 
abounds in hideous characters, in poli- 
tical Figaros, in brokers of intrigue, spies 
and incendiaries, When it wishes to 
negociate sincerely with France, it will 
be manifested in the choice of the nego- 
clator. Whatever kind of treaty England 
may be desirous of entering into with 
France, should be founded on justice, good 
sense and candour. It is possible to de- 
ceive some ignorant Nabobs in the East 
Indies, but an enlightened Government is 
not. te be imposed upon.” 





ANSWER 


To the above by the English Ministerial print 
the CourtEr, of the 24th of November. 


The failure of the Negociation for a 
Cartel has at Jength been noticed, and, as 
telling the truth would have shewn that 
Buonaparté never entertained any serious 
intention of concluding a cartel, recourse 
shad to the most. barefaced falshoods— 
“If you are desirous,” saysthe Moniteur, 
: that your cowitrymen should be re- 
: leased, there is but one way, that is, to 
“be just; and exchange the French 
“against the’ English, Portuguese and 
“Spaniards, man for man, and rank for 
“tank.” This criterion and proof of the 
‘incerity of our desire to effect..an ex- 


change of prisoners we assert, and the | 


Correspondence, when laid before Parlia- 
nent, will prove it, our Government did 
allord. Wedid offer to exchange man-for 
man, rank for, runk, including prisoners of 
the Allied Power's on both sides ;: but this 
— was refused. We have 50,000 
rench prisoners in this country—France 
only 12,00@ British., We required 








that, in the first instance, the 12,000 
British should be exchanged for 12,009 
French ; the surplus 33,000 French in our 
hands we agreed to exchange forthat num- 
ber of Portuguese and Spaniards, our 
allies, inthe hands of France.—To this ar- 
rangement France would not consent. 
She insisted, that for every 3,000 French 
we sent, the number returned by her should 
contain two foreigners for one English» 
man. ‘To such a proposition, so contrary 
to all the principles and usages on which 
exchanges have been heretofore conducted, 
and so revolting to our national feeling 
and honour, by the delay it would occa~ 
sion to the release of our own country- 
men, our Government would not accede. 
—We feel with regard to our allies, the 
utmost cordiality and esteem, and we highly 
approve the offer of our Government to 
apply to the relicf of their prisoners the 
surplus of French that might remain in 
our hands afier the liberation of all the 
British should have been effected; but 
we must say that this country never could 
have tolerated so monstrous and so mor- 
tifying an arrangement as that Frenchmen 
made prisoners by British valour, and at 
the expence of British blood and treasure, 
should be set at liberty in exchange for 
foreigners, while our own soldiers and 


sailors still lingered in captivity. After — 


this plain unvarnished statement, what be- 
comes of all those fine sentimental ex- 
clamations of the Moniteur ?—Had the 
French government been actuated by those 
feelings of humanity, which are made 
such:a parade’of in the Moniteur, 50,000 
Frenchmen would ere this have been re- 
stored to’ their country and their homes. 
—After abusing the British Government, 
the Moniteur inveighs against. Mr. Mac- 
kenzie, who will probably consider its in« 
vectives as the greatest compliment that 
could have been paid him.—Todo one’s 
duty virtuously and: with ability, is quite 
rulliom toensure the hatred of Buona- 
parté, and the abuse of the Moniteur, 





OFFICIAL PAPERS. - 
Portucat.—Dispatches from Lord Viscount 
' Talavera; and from Marshal Beresford, 

and Col. Trant, up to the date of 3rd Now. 
1810.—Published. by. the, Government in 
England, on the 19th: Nov. in An EX» 
TRAORDINARY London Gazette, 
Marshal Beresford to’ Lord*Viscount’ Talas 
vera; dated Fort Sobral, 17th Oct; 1840. - 
(Concluded from p. 1024. }- 
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osececereseeesesenevaccecescsvcvscosess Drigadier= 
General Miller had collected of stragglers 
and pillagers left in the rear of the French 
army, about 350, and more were conti- 
nually bringing in. Colonel Wilson, with 
an advance guard of about 200 cavalry, 
and four battalions of Militia, was to be 
at Condeixa on the 10th and 11th.—The 
whole of these prisoners have been sent 
off to Oporto. I have, &c. 


From the Same to the Same, dated Cazal 
Cochin, 19th Oct. 1810. 


My Lord—I have the honour to annex, 
for your Lordship’s information, a letter 
which I have received from Brigadier- 
General Blunt, Governor of Peniché, in- 
forming of the loss occasioned to the enemy 
by some small parties sent out from his 
garrison, and of the good conduct of those 
troops of the line and militia employed 
On those occasions. 


Brig.-Gen. Blunt to Marshal Beresford, 
dated Peniche, 16th Oct. 1810. 


Sir; You will be pleased to represent 
to his Excellency Marshal Beresford, that 
a few days since I sent ont a party consist- 
ing of one serjeant and 18 privates of the 
Tondella Militia (Volunteers) with the 
view of intercepting couriers, or any other 
service by which they might annoy the 
enemy ; they returned yesterday, bring- 
ing with them two cavalry horses equipped, 
some swords, pistols, caps, &c.—The ser- 
jeant reports having fallen in with thirty 
horsemen, at the moment dismounted, at- 
tacking them and killing five; the rest 
made their escape. The horses flew in 
different directions, so that only two could 
be secured. One militiaman was killed 
and two wounded. You will also be 
pleased to report to his Excellency, that 
in consequence of informaticn received 
from the ey people that between two 
and three hundred marauders were de- 
stroying the habitations and committing 
dreadfal outrages on the few peasants that 
fell into their hands, about five leagues 
and a half from this, | detached the Major 
de Praca Fenwick with one hundred and 
fifty recruits and militia yesterday even- 
ing to disperse or bring them in, in which 
he has succeeded, killing a few men * and 
making wg seg. with the loss of only 
2 men. Major Fenwick in the 
warmest terms of the ardour of the recruits 
and militia, with the officers who com- 


= 
* FIVE KILLED, FOUR WOUNDED. 
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manded them; but what, under circum. 
stances, he has considered equally worthy 
of admiration, was to see resentmenis 
stifled, and the soldiers, alive onty to the 
feelings of humanity, anxious to spare the 
enemy they had subdued. Yow will also 
be pleased to report the arrival of twelye 
deserters, who with the prisoners shall b¢ 
sent to Lisbon the first favourable ovca- 
sion. I hope his Excellency will not dis- 
approve my having permitted the party 
of militia to dispose of the horses. ; 


Marshal Beresford to Lord Visc. Talavera, 
dated Cazal Cochin, 20th Oct. 1810. 


My Lord ; Since writing to your Lord- 
ship the information I have received from 
Brigadier-General Miller relative to the 
re-occupation of Coimbra, I have received 
from Colonel Trant 2 more detailed state- 
ment of the circumstances, and which | 
have the honour of annexing a copy of for 
your Lordship’s information. The pri- 
soners, by Colonel Trant’s statement, ap- 
pear to have been more numerous than 
by the first accounts we were led to con- 
sider them ; three or four hundred after- 
wards collected by Brigadier-General Mil- 
ler, dispersed in plundering parties in the 
neighbourhood of Coimbra, will have to 
be added to what Colonel Trant captured. 
The circumstance and mode of the re-oc- 
cupation of Coimbra is an additional proot 
of the activity and prudent enterprise with 
which Col. Trant has fulfilled the object 
of the instructions given to him, and 
which I have no doubt your Lordship will 
appreciate. 


Col. Trant to Marshal Beresford, dated Co- 
imbra, 7th Oct. 1810. 


~ Sir; I have much pleasure in acquaint- 
ing your Excellency with my having vl 
cessfully attacked the town of Coun ra 
this day, with the loss of only a few - 
killed and wounded.—In my letter o! ! ; 
6th, I bad the honeur to inform you, - 
it was my intention to proceed to Mew 
hada in the course of the day, oi = A 

ctation of forming a junction wm” 
ine under the cemmand of Brigadier, 
General Miller and Colonel Wilson, a 
combining an attack on this city, _ 
my arrival there, I learned that those “a 
corps were delayed from want of mr 
in. the very exhausted districts exte® g 


immediately North of Busaco, could not 


the cavalry attached to them P 
move forward in consequence of the '- 


tigue it had experienced in. 


I pre 


Alloy 
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marches=I had now no other alternative 
inorder to prevent any measure of defence 
taking place at Coimlsra, from whence I 
was only three short leagues distant, than 
to proceed on with my own division, while 
yet a strong probability existed of my ar- 
rival at Mealhada not being made known. 
—I therefore marched at mid-day, having’ 
a squadron of cavalry in my front, under 
the command of that gallant young officer 
Lieut. Dutel, whose name I have already 
had occasion to submit to your Excel- 
lency’s notice, supported by 200 light 
troops; the column of infantry was headed 
by the Coimbra regiment as the post of 
honour. In my plan of attack it was in- 
tended to enter at two points at one time, 
one division by the high road from 
Oporto, the ether to branch off from the 
column, on having passed Fornos, and by 
ascending the heights to the eastward of 
the town, enter by the Arco Santa Anna, 
passing through Loretto ; but this arrange- 
ment was to take place only in the event 
of my finding the enemy on his guard.— 
Ata short distance from Fornos, towards 
Mealhada, I fell in with a detachment of 
the enemy to the right of that village ; it 
commenced firing, but having pushed on 
the cavalry to Fornos, I succeeded in 
cutting it off from all communication 
with Coimbra, and it surrendered, after 
losing some men; and I met no other 
post of the enemy. [I directed the ca- 
valry to. gallop through the principal | 
streets, cross the bridge of the Mondego, 
and by penetrating into the Lisbon road, 
to intercept any information sent to the 
main army. This was effected with the 
utmost spirit by. Lieutenant Dutel, with 
the loss of only one dragoon killed. I 
dispatched divisions of infantry into the 
principal parts of the town; an uncon- 
hected resistance took place during an 
hour, in which we had only two men 
killed ; Colonel Serpa, of the Penafiel, 
and about twenty-five men wounded of 
that corps. Colonel Serpa commanded 
the first brigade ; and his spirited con- 
duct has intitled him to your Excellency’s 
approbation. On the Santa Clara side of 
the Mondego, where a great proportion of 
the enemy's force was stationed in the 
nvent, some irregular firing was kept 
nF the cavalry in crossing the 
On ge: but the French Commanding 
Du cer, immediately after Lieutenant 

‘el had crossed, proposed capitulating. 
Proceeded to the Convent, and mire 





°w no terms but discretion, On my 


(1054 


promise of exerting my protection against 
the insults of the peasantry, the troops 
laid down their arms and marched out.— 
I have reason to believe the number of 
prisoners exceeds 5,000, of whom nearly 
4,000 are marched off towards Oporto, in- 
cluding an entire company of the Em- 
peror’s Marine Guards; 3,500 firelocks 
were found, and almost the whole loaded ; 
from whence you may form an idea of the 
number in a state for defensive service ; 
those arms I have distributed amongst the 
Ordenanza of the country ; 1 found no ar- 
tillery. We got possession of a quantity 
of oxen and sheep, which were collected 
for the subsistence of the enemy’s troops, 
and have proved a seasonable supply to 
our own. Among the prisoners are, 
should suppose, 80 officers. ‘The Com- 
missaire Ordinateur en Chief, M. Flandin, 
who represented a Governor, will remain 
sick at Coimbra.—From the nature of at- 
tack, your Excellency will easily conceive 
how difficult it was to control the soldiers, 
or to prevent the armed peasantry trom 
plundering. Those latter, lam sorry to 
say, committed acts of violence; but, I 
believe, not more than six or eight French- 
men were the victims of their resentment. 
I shall here observe, that nothing can ex- 
ceed the state of wretchedness in which I 
found the city ; the enemy, not content 
with sacking it to the very utmost extent, 
and stripping the few housekeepers who 
remained of even their. personal. clothing, 
had wantonly set fire to some houses, and 
had heaped into the streets, m one general 
mass of disorder, all the furniture, which 
they could. not take with the army ; it 
cannot be expected, therefore, that sol- 
diers, of whom about 800 were relatives 
of the town and its neighbourhood, ac- 
companied by their wretched relatives, 
could patiently witness a scene of devasta- 
tion in which their property had been thus 
unjustifiably and irretrievably destroyed. 
I request your Excellency, however, to be 
ersuaded that every possible exertion has 
heen made to give protection to the French 
who have fallen into our hands; and, afier 
the first moments, I succeeded in securin 
them from insult.—As Brigadier-Gene 
Miller and Colonel Wilson’s corps will 
arrive here to-morrow, I pr to leave 
one of my brigades behind, and to march, 
with the remainder of my division, as an 
escort to Oporto ; for such is the animosity 
of the people of this country, excited by 
the late passage of the French army, that” 
I consider my presence absolutely neces- 
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an etween "Mondego and Vouga.—1 
shail conclude this report by “your 
Excellency that the spirit .of the militia 
n this. occasion was such as. would do 
credit to any troops of the line, and I have 
obsérved no individual exception ; I do 
not, therefore, compliment any. particular 
Officer.. Tie: : ws 
Lord Visc. Talavera to Lord Liverpool, dated 
rt. _ 97 Oct. 1810. be: 
~Tenclose two letters. from Marshal Be- 
resford, with réports from . Brigadier-ge- 
neral Blunt, of successes: against the 
enemy’s detachments, by parties detached 
from the garrisonof Peniché. The former 
was. mentioned to your Lordship in my 
dispatch of the 20th inst... . 
Marshal- Beresford to Marshal’ General 
Lord Viec. Talavera, dated Cazal Cochin, 
20 Oct. 1810. Pa Ae 
“My Lord.—¥ have the honour to annex 
the extract of wtetter Phave ‘this instant 
received from Brigadiér-geneéral Blunt, by 
Which your Lordship will sée he continues 
to pick up the marauders and stragcters 
from’ the énemy. - on 
Extract.of a Eetter from Brigadier-General 
Blunt, to. Lieutenant. Colonel. Arbuthnot; 
dated Peniche, Oct. 19. 23 
-¥ow’ will be pidased to ‘report to his 
Excellency Marshal Beresford, that in 
} uence of information; I detached a 
arty on'the 17th under the command of 
jor Tavares, to fall in with'the enemy’s 


foragérs, but’ unfortunately the eneniy had} pears 


retired. Major Pinto’ was detached yes- 
terday for the same purpose to a distance | 
Offive leagues. He succeeded in takin 
29 prisotiers,two'of the enemy wete'killed; | 

d' one’ of the recruits. "It is' gréat grati- ’ 

ation ‘tose the aladfity with which’ 
they offer thenisélves ‘or 
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| invorder'to carry off a'convoy 
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The reports'which { liaVe teceived fe 
the prisoners and deserters which haye 
been brought in, concur in the accounts 
of the distress felt by the enemy for the 
want of: provisions of all descriptions, 
They state that-they are. oti 


preparing materials to'construct a bri 
over:the Pagars but although we eve « 
good view of that river fromi different 
parts of the ground occupied by the 
army, and have officers and others em. 
ployed on the left of the Tagus to observe 
the motions of the enemy, I have not 
been able to discover either where this 
work is carrying on, or where the bridge 
is to' be placed: on the river, if it should 
be constructed. The enemy appears to 
be'very anxious to collect boats; and on 
the 24th endeavoured to drive a party of 
the Ordenanza from Chamusea, by ‘the 
fire of artillery) in order to obtain pos- 
session of some which were under that 
ree ee Wilson ac Pe at 
ia, with the cavalry attached to Ge- 
neral Barcellar’s division; and had pro- 
ceeded to.Ourem. The advance of the 
infantry was at Pombal.” On the side of 
QObidos and: Ramalhal, the British cavalry, 
and a battalion*of Spanish light . infantry, 
and the troops of the garrison of Peniché, 
confine the enemy’s detachments ; and 
they really possess'no part of the county, 
excepting that ‘on which their army 
$s: By the last account’ front Ge- 
neral: Silveira ‘of the I7th- instant, it ap- 
‘that-all-was quiet in the dorth ; dnd 
he hadinot received any accounts of the 
march of ‘troops’ in Castile. ‘The patties 
of Guerillas had>beer® more dating than 


usual: and a uitited in the neigh- 
beurhood: of: ‘Walladolid,’ early in the 
month:of October, to the amount of 1,500, 
a, 6f morey 
which had: beem raiséd’ in” contributions 


‘| frou the» countty 7 in “whieh” attemt, 
, > they-failed. 


5 tS * et he 

however, | According’ to 

‘accou nts” of the ? ‘st from « Estremad trem pure, tt 
t Marshal Moi Ba 


post- ‘ap that . lasteros 
Aes lat’ Seville sand: Gentral Ballon 
wtasy observing its front” Aracent. 
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